Suggested answers to contextual questions

These suggested answers are given in point form. Alternative answers are separated
by a forward slash (/). New points of information are separated by a semi-colon (;). The
tick (v') shows how many marks are awarded for the point of information. No suggested
answers to the essay questions and other activities have been provided.

Did You Know Lebo? (pages 11-12)

1. a. all that is shared in a friendshipv’; shared historyv’
b. Sethunya's husband, Ntsimanev’; HIV-AIDSY
2. a. powerful: people think she’s invinciblev'v'; wealthy/ successful: her leather chair
and mahogany desk imply this/ she and her husband holiday in exotic places/
she travels overseasv'v'; well-groomed/ fashionable/ vain: tinted contacts/

carefully applied make-up/ reconstructed nosev'v' (any two points = 4)

b. vulnerable/ fearful about her own health and HIV status: her heart pounds/ she
sweats when she thinks of Lebov'v’; angry: her anger festers like a sorev'v’

c. she wants to look healthy and perfectv’; it will make her feel healthyv’; nobody
will suspect that she is HIV-positivev’

3. perhaps Lebo — maybe some desire to protect her one-time friend from
sensationalism v'v; probably more likely herself because it may be common
knowledge that her husband had an affair with Lebo and everyone will then guess at
Sethunya’s HIV status v'v/

4. a. metaphorv’

b. yes, predators hunt and aim to killv'; Lebo’s loose lifestyle and pursuit of men has
exposed her and her partners to HIV-AIDS and deathv'v’

5. at the time Sethunya did not know that the cough was a symptom of Lebo’s AlDsv/;
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ironic because Sethunya would also be infected by the virusv’ (2)
6. betrayal and its consequencesv'v’ (2)
7. you, too, could be infected with HIV-AIDSv'v/ (2)

Smile of Fortune (pages 24-25)

1.

“always willing to please”v/ “if he did disagree ... he never showed his opposition”v'/

“Khumo didn’t mind” v/ (any two points = 2)
. she is wealthyv’; she fits his idea of a perfect wifev’ (2)
. no, she is a schemerv’ ' )
AND

used contraceptives so would not fall pregnantv” ; all properties etc. are in her name
so is very wealthy after his deathv" ; chooses to be celibate for a year — this raises
question of her fidelity in marriagev” ; she might even have been involved in the
dishonest dealingsv’
(1 + any three points = 4)

. they are commodities/ things to be used or owned/ shown off/ bragged withv'v; “He

had collected her in the same way he collected cars and houses” / “She was a status

symbol”v’ (3)
. to call her by name would imply he values her as a person but he doesn’tv' v’ (2)
. a. acquired illegallyv'v’ (2)

b. has foreign bank accountsv’; buys properties in his wife’s namev’; starts new
companiesv’ (3)

. fortune has smiled on Khumo: he is successful, rich, has a beautiful wifev:; title

becomes ironicv’ because he is murdered in order to save the fortunes of his corrupt
partnersv’; fortune smiles on his wife who is not valued beyond being a possession
by her husbandv’ but she walks off with all the wealthv' (5)

The Homecoming (page 30)

1.

this is her homecomingv’; she left 40 years ago and is now returning, an old

womanv’ (2)
2. domestic workerv’ (1)
AND
“miesies”v’; needed to learn how to use kitchen equipmentv’; told what she could
and could not do in her roomv’ (1 + any two points = 3)
3. momentous occasionv v, this is the last time she will return home so she is taking it
allinv'v’ (4)
4. a. at 17 she was: expectantv’; hopefulv’; eager for adventurev’ (any two points)
at 40 she feels: abusedv’ ; unvaluedv” ; worn outv” ; has lost her eagerness v/
(any two points) (2+2=4)
b. feels affirmed/ wanted/ lovedv’; this is where she belongs v'; she has purposev’
(any two points = 2)
5. a. kiss doesn’t evoke or express any emotionv’; can't find anything to say to her

daughterv’ (2)
b. been gone so long that she doesn’t know her daughterv’: hasn’t nurtured her/
watched her growv’ ; (2)
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C.

nov’ (1)
AND
she is gentle in her dealing with her motherv’; she says it is good to have her
homev’; shows care and understanding when she lets mother “set the pace”v
(1 + any other point = 2)

6. affirms her mother’s position as the head of the householdv'v'/ suggests Maria will
follow her lead as a parentv'v’ (2)

The Veil (page 40)

1. a.

Farah: quick thinking/ resourceful — extricates self from tricky situation by making
Tariq wear a veil that hides his identityv'v; beautiful — luxurious black hair (her
husband says so)v" v'; unconventional — refuses to wear veil except with
familyv'v; forceful — gets her own way with regard to the veil/is the more
dominant personality in relationship with Tarig/is first to speak and seeks him out
and pursues him after marriage/is not cowed by her husbandv'v'; hungry for
romance and a passionate relationship — pines after a romantic relationship with
Tariq and sensual delight she enjoyed when he touched herv'v'; deceitful —
conducts a clandestine affair with Tarigv'v’
(any three points = 6)
Tariq: very attractive to both men and women — lustrous eyes/elegant shaped
facev'v’; younger than Farah — only seventeenv'v'; understanding, but could also
be seen as weak — doesn't protest against Farah’s marriagev'v'; easily
influenced by Farah — visits at her bidding/wears the veilv'v'; deceitful — conducts
a clandestine affair with Farahv'v'
(any three points = 6)
Khurram: medical doctor — offers to examine the sick friendv'v'; wealthy — lives in
a mansion/took Farah to Mauritius for honeymoon/bought her a car/have
servants and expensively furnished homev'v’; not particularly attractive — short,
baldingv'v’; pleasant natured, easy to live with, generous — Farah partially gives
in on the question of the veil because she has been given so much in her
marriagev'v’; a devout Muslim — attends Mosque and various Islamic
meetings/asks Farah to wear the veilv'v'; sensible — doesn’t press the issue of
dress after Farah concedes to wear veil with his familyv'v/
(any three points = 6)

2. disparity in their agesv’; Khurram is wealthy and Tariq is notv’ (2)
3. betrayal and relationships/ sexually-charged, passionate, illicit affair versus
conventional, sedate, convenient marriagev'v’ (2)

4. a.
b.

symbol of religious devoutness v; lover’s disguise v/ (2)
veil is outward show of religious piety v but ironic that is used to conduct

deceit v'; veil is supposed to hide women’s beauty and sexual appeal v but ironic

that it seems to enhance this instead by making women appear more

mysteriousv’ (4)

. third person omniscient narrator v/ (M

allows the reader into the thoughts and feelings of the charactersv’; is less
biasedv’; enables ironic commentv’ (any two points = 2)
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Once Upon a Time (pages 50-51)

1. motherv’; fatherv/; little boyv’; granny/wise old witchv'; trusted housemaidv’; itinerant

gardenerv’
2. a. intruders (i.e. burglars, murderers, beggars, loiterers)v’; people of “another
colour”v’; “fire, flood, theft"v’
b. take out insurancev’; subscribe to neighbourhood watchv’; install electronically
controlled gates with intercomv’; install burglar bars and alarm systemv’; raise

(6)
(3)

wall (seven foot now)v” ; add coils of razor-wire v/ (any five points = 5)

3. a. narrator's bedroomv'where she hears creepy sounds as she is falling asleepv';
unnamed middleclass suburb in unnamed cityv’ where fearful property owners
protect themselves from intruders with various measuresv’

b. tensev and fearfilledv’

c. tension of opening pages foreshadowsv” the suspicion/ tension/feeling of threatv’

of suburban home ownersv/;
tensionv” heightens expectationv” of something bad going to happenv';

references to burglar bars, murder, death in openingv'v" are echoed in the storyv’

(4)
)

(any point = 3)

4. a. blade wire is supposed to keep family safev’; irony is it actually brings about

greatest tragedy by causing little boy's death v/ (2)
b. alarms installed to prevent burglaries/catch burglarsv” ironic that sound does not
prevent burglariesv” but offers cover for the burglariesv’;
family perceives greatest threat is from outsidev” so go to great lengths to protect
themselves from intruders v ironic that greatest threat comes from inside the
home — they themselves and their insecurities v/ (any point = 3)
5. need to recognise our own insecurities and address thosev' v/ walling ourselves off
from others won’t protect us if we fail to perceive our own weaknessesv' v/ (2)
6. detached tone matches the detached tone of fairy storyv’ and thus increases the
ironyv’; cold, unemotional narrationv” makes the horror of what happensv’ very
intensev’ (5)
Offside (pages 65-66)
1. Saddam does not greet herv’; does not introduce himselfv’; she is shocked and
angry at his arrogancev’; he is rudev’ (any three points = 3)
2. a. Iraqgi leader v Saddam Hussein v/ (2)
b. fans admire Saddam Hussein’s bravadov’ and lack of respect for figures of
authorityv’; see the same qualities in the soccer playerv’ (3)
3. Saddam complains about Pepper’s growing arrogancev’; ironic that he fails to see
he is even more arrogant/conceited than Pepper isv’ (2)
4. a. is not concerned with own gloryv’but with enabling others to achieve their bestv’ (2)
b. “put another feather in his well-decorated cap”v’ (1)
c. Hurricane is humble and selflessv’ ; Saddam is arrogantv’ (2)

d. yes: seems to be a man of integrityv’; soccer is no longer a game where rules
both on and off field are followedv’; disapproves that personalities dictate the
rulesv’; the game has lost it's integrityv’; someone has to take a standv’

(any three points = 3)

OR
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no: this is a coward’s actionv’; he should stay and stand up to the Saddams of
the world/soccer fraternityv’; should fight for improvement so all players benefitv’
5. ¢ (third person omniscient narrator)v’
6. omniscient narrator sees allv’; writer can show thoughts and feelings of more than
the main character (e.g. Saddam, Pepper, Hurricane, Nurse, old lady etc.}v'v; is
less biasedv’; gives objective evaluation of Saddam's horrid characterv’

Death of a Son (page 80)

1. apartheid era/1980sv; time when political uprising was quelled by violent state
opposition/police patrolling township in Casspirsv” ~ black couple pushed out of the
way by Boer family in town/ teargas canisters in townshipsv’

2. two weeksv’

3. practical things they had to attend to (funeral arrangements etc.)v" did not allow them
to deal with the real issue, i.e. grieving the loss of their murdered sonv’

4. child was still a baby/ young enough to still be breast fed v/

5. a. he will oppose authorities’ demand that he pay for return of his son’s bodyv in

any way he canv’

b. early in relationship he promised to protect her/ stand up to bullies/ avenge her if
need bev’; when she is pushed aside by the Boer family Buntu does nothingv;
he did not honour that promise then so she doesn't trust them to be any different
nowv’

6. a. Buntu breaks down and criesv’

b. Buntu returns home~ to find his home has been bombed with tear-gasv’

c. finally Buntu acknowledgesv” his fear and helplessnessv’ this allows him to finally
face his vulnerabilityv’

7. a. her monthly periodv’

b. possibility of new start/ another childv’; this can unite themv’

8. short, incomplete sentences emphasisev” the sense of loss and incompleteness/
emptinessv’ the mother feelsv’

The Crash (page 89)

1. was out with two boys who had no transportv’; Spike offered lift on back of bakkiev;
lost control on bendv’; bakkie rolled down the bank and passengers flew off backy’
2. feels guiltyv’; is embarrassed v'; unable to deal with her sympathyv’

3
(M

(5)

()
(1)

()
(1)

(4)

(any two points = 2)

3. a. it was going to be fun and carefreev’
b. anightmarev’
c. his parents (especially his father) seem to be more focused on the material lossv’

(1)
(1)

than the physical injury to the girlv’and emotional and psychological to their sonv’ (3)
4. a. coldv’; emptyv’; unsupportivev’ (any two points = 2)
b. no communicationv’; no emotional supportv’ (2)
5. a. warmv’; comfortingv’; encouragingv’; welcomingv’ (any two points = 2)
b. yes: would have expected anger rather than a shoulder to cry on — her daughter

has been seriously injured in a car accident and this boy was the driverv'v’
OR
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no: maybe she understands he was helping by offering them a lift and doesn’t
blame him — she is compassionate and forgivingv'v’

c. she is warm, forgiving, understanding, compassionate despite the serious injury
to her childv'v'; very different from Spike’s parents’ apparent lack of warmth and
understanding and his father’s focus on the cost of repairs to damaged
vehiclev'v’

d. yes: should be concerned about possible loss of lifev’ and pain and guilt their son
is experiencing having been the driver in this accidentv’; should be grateful their
son is uninjured and alive! v/

OR

no: possibly still in shockv” and don’t know how to express their emotionsv'v'
6. a. Spike and his father reconcile when father expresses his relief that Spike is

alivev’; Sereta gains consciousnessv’

b. forgiveness is regenerativev'v’

The Blue Bible (page 96)

1. marry mev’
2. a. itis beautifulv’ and expensive-looking with the blue “leather” and gold letteringv;
has multiple usesv’ '

b. prompts a marriage proposalv’; it has accompanied her through her struggle for
sanity, acceptance, reason, wisdom, self-esteem, meaning, love and now she is
finally valuedv’; in this moment she understands God and her relationship with
himv’

3. a. out of respectv’

b. didn’t want to be seen with the tattered biblev’ because she wanted to impress

one of the new pastorsv’; “| was trying to impress one of the assistant pastors”v’
4. (must track change)

at beginning is young (12 yrs) and carefreev’; initially not on spiritual quest as uses

bible to do menial tasks like draw lines, hide money etc.v; fat, funny, slightly self-

deprecatingv’; her tone shows she makes fun of her short-comings as a childv;
grows taller and slimmerv’; grows more serious about quest for acceptancev’; is
made to feel inferior by the pastor but spirit is not cowedv’; finally finds real
relationship with Cephasv’; realises she has grown spiritually and finally finds Godv’;
is ultimately self-assuredv’

(any eight points = 8)

5. b (simple and straight forward, almost colloguial)v’
6. gently humorous/ light-hearted / self-deprecatingv’

Counting down the Hours (pages 109-110)

1. mother in Namibiav’; father on tobacco farmv’

2. well offv’
AND
mother is regional director, travels to Dubai and other foreign countriesv’; house
furnished with expensive furniture (cherrywood tables) v'; daughter sent to UK to

(M
(1M

study and son to USAV (1 + any two points = 3)
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3. Rumbidzai says “he sh*ts money”v’; Rumbidzai says “Vuso’s made a lot of

money”v’; car has “soft leather” seatsv’ (any two points = 2)

4. a. angryv ; abandonedv (2)
b. was very close to her sisterv’; pretended Marita was her motherv; confided in

herv’; Marita sang her lullabiesv’ (any two points = 2)

5. falsev’
says she only felt his presence when he was no longer therev’;
he was so lost in his own world he didn’t seem aware of her existencev’

(1)

(1 + any other point = 2)

6. “egg-yolk self”: her inner selfv’ the hurting confused, vulnerable core of who she
isv'v
AND
“egg-white self”: her external selfv’ her false selfv the brazen, fearless face she
presents to the worldv’

7. a. personificationv’
b. sad that Rumbidzai feels that an inanimate object (the darkness)v'is caressing,

loving, touching herv'when she should be experiencing human touch of parentsv’

8. yes: allows for intimacy as reader drawn into the heart of the central characterv'v';
reveals firsthand the hurt and vulnerability that she tries to cover up with brazen and
reckless behaviourv'v'; makes the run-up to the climax and the climax of her
breakdown itself real as we see-saw through her broken lifev'v'; reader witnesses
firsthand her confusion, reflection, action and it makes this story very believablev' v/

3)

@)
(1)

)

(any three points = 6)

9. counting time down implies reaching zero hourv” i.e. when something significant is
about to happenv’; in a sense, story is about Rumbidzai counting down hours
through her self-destructive behaviourv’; zero hour/ climax is when Vuso’s wife finds
her with Vusov’; Rumbidzai finally recognised as Rumbidzai and this recognition can
bring healingv’

The Swapped Medals (page 118)

1. a. nov/; first is from Portuguese authoritiesv’; second is from foreign/Bulgarian
authoritiesv’
b. first: braveryv’; second: hero in the struggle against colonialismv’
2. visited by man who says he is the real Zecav’; man complains to the administratorv’;
Zeca Tomé and tailor are jailedv’
3. he repaired torn jacket for Tomév'who gave him medal as paymentv’
4. now revered and honouredv’; became known as hero of the strugglev’; given
benefits such as “favours, positions, identity cards”v’
5. a. talk of people being tried for corruptionv’; his links with international
communityv'(as medal recipient) could be misconstruedv’
b. give the second medal to the man who said he was the “real Tomé”v'v (the one
who should have got the first medal)
6. a. it would take too long to explainv’and messenger did not have time to do sov’
b. he did not realise how much intrigue/complicationv he was caught up inv’
7. to give a “thrashing” with a tape measurev’; use of exaggeration/use of hyperbole
creates humourv'v’
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OR
Tudor holds the Bulgarian yoghurt monopoly/ they have reached thirteen hundred
years ... but | haven’t reached fortyv'; these misunderstandings create humourv'v’ (3)
a. creates feeling of disbelief v'; lack of realityv’; feelings of intriguev’; feelings of
confusionv’ (any two points = 2)
b. reader not sure which Tomé is whichv’; movement from literal to figurative
language adds to this confusionv’ (2)

America, Her Bra! (page 123)

1.

4.

5.
6.

ten-year-old: naivev’; inexperiencedv’
two youths: have travelled to/come from big citiesv'; are more worldly/ self-assured/
manipulativev’ (4)

. naivety of ten-year old’s misinterpretation that America is a woman not a brav' v;

funny that the bra provokes wide-eyed wonder of all the boys/ that a cotton

undergarment provokes sexual fantasiesv’ (3)
. a. eating habitsv": they use easy-to-prepare foods rather than their customary milk

and meat dietv’ (2)

AND

languagev: inclusion in vocabulary of new words from ltalian and Arabicv’ (2)

AND

clothingv": introduced to socks, underpants, brassiéres and handkerchiefsv’ (2)
b. presence of the Americans and the American missionary schoolv'which will

impact importantly on aspects of culture and educationv'v’ (3)
he is aware that the West (in this case, America)v” will impact on his life and his
culture v; is aware of lost innocence v/ (3)
the divide between the West and Africav’; divide between modernity and traditionv’ (2)
a. changed their beliefsv'and became Christianv’ (2)

b. possibly notv: allure of America and modernity is greatv’ ; sexual tantalisation of
being part of the world of the owner of the bra (she is the wife of the school
director) is greatv’; hope to impress the wife of school directorv’ (4)

Jambula Tree (pages 141-142)

1.

Anyangov’ (1)
AND

letter at end is addressed to Anyango from Sanyuv’; she addresses Sanyu directlyv’;
narrative viewpoint is first personv’ (1 + any two points = 3)

.a. possibly a letterv’: addresses Sanyu directly but as there is no reply it can't be a

conversationv’” no regret or shame now about what happened so not
confessionv’ (3)
b. sincerev’; sadv’; reminiscentv’ (any two points = 2)

. Anyango's mother thinks he is perfect because he ritually comes home straight from

work and provides well for the familyv'v" but the reader knows that he abuses his
daughter and she cannot tell her mother because her mother won't believe herv’ (3)

. Mama Atim finding her and Sanyu naked, locked in embrace under the jambula

treev'v’ (2)
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5. a. she would be infringing on other people's rights ("trespassmg")/ v (2)

b. she has a sense of right and wrongv'v’ (2)
6. a. gossip about peoplev’; their lives are routine (do the same things day in and day

out)v’ (any one point = 1)
b. turn blind eye to immoral behaviour of their family members but cali the giris’
behaviour immoralv’ (1)

7. she is innocentv’; has a sense of right and wrong v'; Nakawa society is hypocriticalv’

accuse her of breaking rules but they themselves break rulesv’ (4)
8. a. don'tfind fault with others when your own life is not perfectv'v' (2)

b. people who live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stonesv’ (1)

OR

variations on: first remove the beam out of your own eye, and then you will see

clearly so you can remove the speck out of your brother's eyev’ (1)
9. forbidden lovev'v’ (2)
10. hypocrisy/ double standardsv' v/ (2)
The Girl Who Can (pages 152-153)
1. Adjoa cannot say what she wants for fear of being laughed at or told not to say

things like that¥; she doesn’t seem to have the right kind of legs to support child-

bearing hipsv’ (2)
2. a seven-year-old regards legs as legsv’; is unable to comprehendv'the “child-

bearing” importance that Nana has assigned themv’ (3)
3. no: nana doesn't listen so it is hopeless to oppose herv'v'; Maami does stand up for

Adjoa's right to attend schoolv’ (3)

OR

yes: she should be strongerv'in defending her child’s appearancev'and explaining

that legs are not everythingv’ (3)
4. Nana thinks it's a waste of timev’; Maami thinks it’s necessary/ it gives girls

opportunity to develop skills that will free her /she won'’t have to be reliant on a

marriagev’ ' (3)

5. sense of young person created by: phrases like “they told me”v’; short simple
sentencesv’; simple vocabularyv’; naivety of things recalledv’; unassuming tonev’;
lack of imagery (she would still think in concrete terms)v"; simplistic narrativev’

(any five points = 5)

6. the girl who can be anything she wants to be/ the girl who can bear childrenv'v/

The Rival (pages 165-166)

1. a. they are signs of evil/ bad luckv'v’
b. her sister-in-law arrives with her daughterv’; daughter's desire for Mr Mensah
could possibly destroy the marriagev’
2. his face hardensv’; he sighsv’
3. a. manipulative: she flatters him (“you are my everything”)v" to get him to agree to
look after her first bornv’
b. irresponsible: has many children with many partnersv’ but unable to take care of
them aliv’
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c. spoilt: showered with gifts by her brothersv'who didn’t object to her extravagant
lifestyle that she couldn’t affordv’ (2)
4. a. metaphorv’ )
b. the young girlviis being compared to a kittenv’ (2)
c. yes, kittens are cute, helpless and irresistible when they purrv’; in a sense the
young girl appears to be helpless, cute and in need of rescuingv” which seem to
be in line with what Albert is feelingv’ (3)
5. a. the young girl's desire and determination to have Mr Mensahv'and way in which
she is going about seducing himv' is getting stronger/ getting tighter and tighter
around its targetv’ ' (3)
6. Mrs Mensah’s opinion is more accuratev’; omniscient narrator conveys young giri’s
obsession with Mr Mensahv’; her thoughts are not those of a helpless childv’ (3)
7. she is just a commodity/article for tradev” used by her motherv’ (2)
8. a. in the Mensah family homev (1)
b. plot is about tricks of a young girl trying to wheedle her way into the heart and
bedv of Mr Mensah a happily married manv'therefore setting of a home is
integral to the plotv’ (3)
Civil Peace (pages 175-176)
1. a. difficulty making a livingv’; money devaluedv’; homes and society
- need rebuildingv’; thievery/crime/lawlessness/corruptionv’ (4)
b. his lifev’; the lives of his wife and childrenv; his bicyclev’; the house that
remained standingv’ (4)
2. a. arrogantv’ (1)
b. Explain any two words:
lucky: his home is not completely destroyedv’; his family has survived the warv’;
humble: he admits that the greatest victory is the survival of his familyv’;
acknowledges his good fortune is from Godv;
resourceful: uses family earnings to help start his palm-wine barv’; hides the
bicyclev;
astute: realises the “soldier” who wants the bicycle is a crookv” and is able to
save his bicyclev’;
optimistic: doesn’t let misfortunes get him downv’; gets on with his life and
continues with his efforts to make a livingv’ (any two words = 4)
3. a. it was in exchange for rebel money (Biafran currency)v” he turned inv’ (2)
b. there were hordes of people in the queue to receive moneyv’; any of them could
have been in the gang or informed themv’ (2)
4. a. wonder/ bemusement/ delighted appreciationv’ (1)
b. when gets bicycle backv’; when finds house intactv’; when gets “egg rasher”
moneyv’; after the robberyv’ (4)
c. implies all these are blessings unexpected, unlooked for, welcome v'v' — man
might be puzzled by God’s bounty but God gives freelyv’ (3)
5. comic because of dialogue: robber’s dialectv’; stylised/exaggerated response of
Jonathan and familyv’ (2)

6. neighbours are afraidv’; police feel powerlessv’; police may be corruptv’
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7.

8.

11

(any two points = 2)
both good and bad are part of a plan we are powerless to controlv'v'; need to be
grateful for small mercies we have and not want morev'v’ (4)
title suggests life will be peacefulv” but there is little peaceful or harmonious in this
civil societyv’; ironic that post-war life is filled with violence and corruption/same kind
of lawlessness and destruction that exists pre-warv'v’ (4)

Ghosts (page 194)

HWON -~

. Nsukka university campusv'in post-civil-war Nigeria v/ (
. making inquiryv” about his pension againv’ (
. corruptionv'v’; allegations that education minister/ vice chancellor stole the moneyv’ (3
. reflectivev’ (

S8bhM

AND

his chance meeting with Ikenna brings up memories but he doesn’t seem angry or

sad, just thoughtfulv’; recalls nightly visits of his wife's ghostv’; invitation to lkenna to

visit is not prompted by overt friendliness, rather by courtesyv’; he seems at peace

with his world and comfortable in his surroundingsv’ (1 + any three points = 4)

. thought he had been killed in the raid on the universityv’ because saw him returning

to campus and heard a professor had been killedv’; had not heard anything about
him being saved/evacuatedv’ (3)

. before: unprepossessing appearancev’; appearance belied astute mind, excellent

oratoryv’; abrupt mannerv’; aggressive and sure of himselfv’; able to make people

take action v’ (any three points = 3)
AND
after: seemed less sure of himselfv'; subduedv’; softerv’; lost stature "this shrivelled
nut of a man"v’ (any three points = 3)
(3+3=6)
. doesn’t want people to think he is a cowardv” or worse, a traitorv’; tries to prove this
by listing everything he did to helpv’ (3)
. his wife "visits™ himv’; sound signals she is comingv’ (2)
. a. Prof Nwoye’s viewpoint/ first person viewpointv’ (1

b. story is deeply personalv’; intimate recollections of people and particularly his
wifev'; author wants to give his emotions first hand and not through someone
else’s eyesv’ (3)

An Incident in the Ghobashi Household (pages 202-203)

1.

2.
3.

a. the Muslim/Islamic family/householdv” of Ghobashiv’ (2)
b. important because dishonour (of illegitimate child)v" brought on Ghobashi and his
family will be greatv’; therefore understand why Zeinat chooses the action she

doesv’ (3)
she will fall pregnantv’ (M
Ni'ma: feels helpless/hopelessv’; thinks suicide is a solutionv’ (2)
AND

mother: strongv’; practicalv’; hatches a plan to pass the child off as her own when
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husband returnsv’; prepared to lie to protect her daughterv’; prepared to lie to save

honour of her familyv’ (any two points = 2)
‘ (2+2=4)
4. Ni'ma is four months pregnant; Ghobashi has been gone for four monthsv"; his wife
(Zeinat) could have been was pregnant when he leftv’ (3)
5. a. he has to square his consciousv” with his maker/ god/ Allahv’ (2)

b. he is a man and is unperturbed by events such as unwanted pregnancyv a
woman will always carry that burdenv’; perhaps he is the father of Ni'ma’s childv’
but because he is a man/ does not know about the pregnancy, he will not be
perturbed by thisv’
(any one point = 2)

c. bitterv’ (1)
6. uses technique of foreshadowingv’; prepares us for revelation that Ni'ma is
pregnantv’; places events in a timeframe (coincides with her father’'s departure)v’ (3)
7. a. describes the important matter of pregnancy of the unmarried daughterv'as an
“‘incident” i.e. matter of little importance v/ (2)

b. downplaying seriousnessv” of unmarried girl's pregnancy has ironic effectv’:
draws attention to the enormity of the problem facing the Ghobashi mother and
daughterv’ (3)
8. women have to make sacrifices/ women carry the burdensv'v’ (2)

The Museum (pages 224-225)

1. a. Khartoum/ Sudanv’ : (1
b. Scotlandv’
2. didn’t fit inv’; couldn’t cope with the change/differencesv’ (2)

3. acclimatising to different culturev’ ; unfamiliar accent/ language/ weatherv’; no
religious ritualv’; misses home (the country, the religion)v’; is lonelyv’; is attracted to
Bryanv’; afraid she will failv’ (any five points = 5)
4. a. Fareedv is compared to a packagev’ (2)
b. a package is a parcel where things are wrapped togetherv'; Fareed is like a
package because he is not an individual/separate entityv’ but comes with his

sisters, mother and 7-Up businessv’ (3)
5. a. academically: feels vulnerablev’; inadequatev’; afraid of failurev’; feels is not
copingv’; is bewildered because high achiever in Sudanv’ (any three points = 3)
AND
socially: isolatedv” ; differentv” ; lonelyv’; superior to Bryanv’ (any three points = 3)
(3+3=6)
b. not totally honest with himv'; can’t share her anxieties with Fareedv': relationship
is one of convenience not love/closenessv’ (any two points = 2)
6. a. he is not really like thisv’ @)
AND

no manners and impolite: Scottish rules of politeness are different from Shadia’s
strict backgroundv’; cannot speak English as well as she does/ incoherent: his
Scottish accent is difficult to understand/ Shadia probably follows rules and
polished accent of Queen’s Englishv’ ; gullible, silly boy: he really likes her and
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wants to impress her that's why he removes earring, cuts hair, etc.v’; pathetic: is
only one in class who seems to understand the material/ could be shyv’
(1 + any four points = 5)
b. not really how she feelsv’ )
AND
finding fault with him covers up her own feelings of inadequacyv’; would rather
deny she is attracted to himv" ; feels guilty about being attracted to himv'; initially
feels intimidated by himv’; belittling him makes her feel superiorv’
(1 + any four points = 5)

7. Bryan is no substitute for all she left behind and is missingv'v culture, family,

historyv’ (3)

A Handful of Dates (pages 233-234)

1.

admires grandfather and wants to be like himv'; close, sees him dailyv’; grandfather

is herov’; loves himv’; he is grandfather's favouritev’ (any four points = 4)
. curries favour by: laughing at the right timev"; bringing him his prayer rugv’; bringing
water for his ablutionsv’ (3)
. a. says he is a womaniserv'v’ v , (2)
b. admires his laughter and singingv’; feels sorry for himv' ; doesn’t like what his
grandfather is doing to himv’ (any two points = 2)
c. he is victim of his own weaknessv” and cruel dominance of his neighbour (the
grandfather)v’; “Paim trees, like humans, experience joy and suffering”v’ (3)

. each time Masood takes new wife he needs to pay bride pricev’; grandfather took

advantage of this by buying his landv” but makes him work the landv’ (3)

. Is young so does not understand the full implication of what Masood is sayingv” but

understands Masood is expressing personal, intimate suffering that his grandfather
is somehow responsible for creatingv’ (2)

6. a. thinks his cousins are stupidv’; says he is the favouritev’; regards himself as

better than others at learning/more intelligent than othersv’; is always asked to

recite from Koran for visitorsv’ (any three points = 3)
b. when he realises that Masood’s fortune lies in his grandfather’s hands and that
grandfather aims to purchase Masood’s remaining landv'v’ (2)

c. dislikes the new light he begins to see his grandfather inv'; becomes aware of
nastiness/covetousness in grandfatherv'and power grandfather has over
Masoodv’ (3)
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