
Grammar

Let's Practise sound devices

1. In each group below, underline the words that rhyme.

a) flown, gone, stone, lone, frown, sewn

 b) streak, steak, meek, cheek, speak, shriek

c) rough, cough, tough, through, though, bough

2. Each word in the box rhymes with one other word. Find six

rhyming pairs and write them on the lines below.

yacht pier storm sphere knot kite warm

weight groom straight height  tomb

kite – height 

3. In each sentence, underline the words that create assonance.

a) The oil oozed smoothly over the sea.

 b) Bees are hidden in the leaves of the trees.

c) Although the wind may blow, we will still have our picnic.

4. For each sound below, write a tongue twister about nature using

alliteration. Example: k sound − Clever crazy kids

caught codfish.

a) l sound –

 b) s sound –

c) m sound –

 d) b sound –

Sound devices
Rhyme, alliteration, assonance

Sound devices are used for the effect they create, especially in poems and songs.

Rhyme: same or similar sounds are repeated, usually at the ends of words.

Example:  “Swans sing before they die – ’twere no bad thing

Should certain persons die before they sing.” – Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Alliteration: consonant sounds are repeated at the beginnings of words, usually

close together in the same line.

Example:  “The fair breeze blew, the white foam � ew,

The furrow followed free.” – Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Assonance: vowel sounds are repeated, usually close together in the same line.

Example: “The apes yawn and adore their � eas in the sun.” – Ted Hughes

 Hint

Remember that these

devices work because

of the sounds you hear

and not because of 

the words you see. 

Words might look as if

they rhyme, but when

you sound them out 

they don’t, for 

example, rough – 

though. 

 Hint

You can also use

words that start with

cy- or ci- and make an

s sound.
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Grammar

Let's Practise figures of speech

1. Write S for simile, M for metaphor and P for personification in

the boxes at the end of each sentence.

a) The baby was like an octopus, grabbing all the toys

off the shelves.

b) Time was a tortoise that day in the forest.

c) The trees stretched out their arms and gave us shelter.

 d) Tim’s brain is a filing cabinet of information.

e) The storm tossed the small boat around like a toy.

2. Complete the similes below. Example: The sea is like a prowling lioness.

a) The snake is like

 b) The sky is as

c) The boy moved like

3. Write your similes as metaphors. Example: The sea is a prowling lioness.

a)

 b) 

c)

Figures of speech
Similes, metaphors and personification are figures of speech that compare 

things. They help us to visualise descriptions.

Simile: a comparison of two things using the words like or as.

Metaphor: a comparison stating that one thing is something else. It does not use

the words like or as. The two things are similar in one or more important way.

Personi� cation: writing about non-human things as if they were human.

Examples:

The eagle

By Alfred, Lord Tennyson

  He  clasps the crag with crooked   hands ;  

Close to the sun in lonely lands,

Ringed with the azure world, he stands. 

The  wrinkled sea  beneath him  crawls ; 

Personification: the sea 

is given the human 

quality of being able to 

crawl.

He watches from his mountain walls,

And   like a thunderbolt he falls . 

Simile: the suddenness and power with which the eagle moves is 

compared to the sudden way that lightning flashes and thunder claps.

Personification: the 

words He and hands 

show the eagle is referred 

to as if it were a man.

Metaphor: the waves 

are compared to small 

folds in fabric or skin.

 New word

visualise: to form a

picture in your mind
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