
Let's Practise writing a book review

1. Read the review on the next page of the book Diary of a Wimpy

Kid. Notice that the review is made up of three paragraphs and

that the reviewer has used a variety of sentence types. Place the

information in the correct sections in the book review table on

the next page. The title has been filled in for you.

A book review describes the facts of a story or content of a book and answers the wh- 

questions: who, where, what, why. A book review also includes your personal opinion 

on what you liked or didn’t like about the book, so it needs to include opinion words 

such as best, worst, interesting, funny and boring. Sometimes your opinion can be biased 

as it presents a view that is one-sided. A biased opinion is not based on fact but on 

your feelings and reactions. A biased opinion can express positive or negative feelings.

Example: Read this example of a book review and the notes, to see what you need to 

include in a good review.

Writing a book review

Book review

 Title of the book : Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone

 Author : J.K. Rowling

 Characters : Character description

Harry Potter: a first year wizard – main character in the book

Ron Weasley: Harry’s best, loyal friend – flaming red hair

Hermione Granger: Harry’s friend – clever but nerdy first-year witch

Voldemort: an evil wizard who is trying to come back

Snape: a professor of magical potions and spells – dislikes Harry

 Setting : Hogwarts – a school of magic for young wizards

Harry, Ron and Hermione think that Professor Snape is trying to steal a 

magical item being guarded at Hogwarts, as he wants to give it to Lord 

Voldemort so that he can return to power. They decide to stop him.

I  enjoyed  reading about the adventures the three friends had. The 

school of magic is an exciting place, and it’s  easy to imagine . This is 

the  best  magical adventure book I’ve ever read.

The word enjoyed is a 

positive opinion word

This phrase gives 

a positive opinion.The word best is a positive, 

biased opinion of the book.

Always give the title of 

the book in your review.

A book review answers 

the five wh- questions.

Who wrote the book?

Where the story happens

What happens in the story/ 

What the story is about.

Why you liked or did not 

like the book/Why you 

would recommend/not 

recommend this book.

Who is in the story?

© Oxford University Press Southern Africa



Let's Practise writing a book review

Title of the book: 

Author: 

Characters: Character descriptions

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Setting: 

What the story is about: 

Why you would recommend this book to a friend: 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid is written by Jeff Kinney. It is set in a middle school (Grades 7–9) 

in America. The main character is Greg Heffley who writes the diary. He has an older, 

bullying brother, Rodrick, and a younger, irritating, spoilt brother, Manny. His best 

friend is Rowley, who is an unpopular person who always gets things wrong. 

The story is about Greg’s experiences at middle school. He writes a diary about the 

funny things that happen to him and how he is feeling.

I found this book easy to read as it is like reading about our lives at school. I liked the 

pictures and cartoons because I could imagine what the characters were like as well 

as the different situations that were described. You will laugh out loud at the 

hilarious descriptions.

 2. Find three examples of opinion words/opinion phrases in the review of 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid, and write them in the spaces below.

 a)  b)  c) 

 3. Circle the positive opinion adjectives and underline the negative opinion 

words in the margin.
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