Finite verbs

A finite verb is a complete verb which shows us what a subject is doing or being.
The finite verb also shows the tense of the action. A finite verb in a sentence must
agree with the subject.

Example: The (boy (reads .
ot

subject  finite verb

A good way to check if a verb is finite (complete) is to see if the sentence makes sense.

Example: The boy reading .<— the verb reading is not complete. The verb does not
make sense in the sentence so it is not a finite verb.

1. Draw a line to match each person or animal (Column A) with
the most suitable finite verb (Column B). The first one has been
done for you.

Column A: People and animals Column B: Finite verbs
a) A hairdresser -___ snaps

b) The farmer slithers

c) A rabbit sl cuts

d) The crocodile ploughs

e) A snake hops

2. Read the following paragraph and underline all the finite verbs.
The first one has been done for you.

My family prepares supper together. My mom buys the
ingredients. My little sister peels the potatoes. My dad boils the
water on the stove. He pours the rice into the boiling water.
My aunt chops the vegetables. My older brother, Lebu, fries the

chicken. We eat at the table. My dad or uncle says a prayer.
3. Underline the verb in the following sentences and indicate

which verbs are finite. The first one has been done for you.

a) We visited a construction site. finite

b) The bulldozer moved piles of rock and dirt.

¢) A huge crane lifting heavy objects.

d) The builders wore hard hats for safety.
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Auxiliary verbs and modals

An auxiliary verb (helping verb) helps to make a verb complete so that a sentence
makes sense.
The finite verb reads in this sentence is

Examples: The boy (reads a book.

% complete and the sentence makes sense.
|
The boy (reading a book. The verb reading in this sentence is not complete
ﬁ and the sentence doesI not make sense.

The boy (is reading a book. The auxiliary verb is helps to make the verb,

% reading, complete so the sentence makes sense.
|

The most common auxiliary verbs are am, are, is, do, does, have and has.

Modals are also helping verbs. We use modals to show that something might happen,
to show that a person should do something or to show that a person must do something.

Examples: [ (may paint a picture. The word may tells us what action
A could happen (possibility).

You (should paint a picture. The modal should tells us what action

A the person needs to take (necessity).
I imust paint a picture. The modal must tells us what action the
A person has to take (obligation).

1. Circle the auxiliary verbs and underline the complete finite verbs
in the following sentences. The first one has been done for you.

a) We. watching the new series of Idols.
b) He is playing the guitar.

¢) I am doing my homework.

d) We are voting in the elections.

e) Itisraining hard.

2. Circle the finite verbs, underline the auxiliary verbs and place
brackets around the modals in this poem.

My hands

Think of everything that your My hands are playing the piano.
hands can do. My hands are pulling a thread.
Your hands may clap, your hands | use my hands when I pray
may shake. before | go to bed.

They may bake a chocolate cake.
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