Writing

How to write a paragraph stating your opinion

An opinion is what someone thinks. Someone else’s opinion might be different to
yours but it is important to remember that everyone is allowed to have their opinion
about things. If you have an opinion about something you need to be able to give a
reason for the way you think.

If you write a paragraph to explain your opinion about something you need to use a
formal tone.

Example: It is my opinion that pap is good to eat. v
I think is pap is great. X

When you write about your opinion use conjunctions to help the reader follow your
thinking.

v The word but shows that

Example: [ agree that pap is healthy but I prefer potatoes. You are going to say
something different in
the second part of the
sentence.

Read the example of an opinion paragraph below.

Start by explaining your +In my opinion schools should not be allowed to

opinion. use violence or detention to discipline learners. |
Give your personal —>believe that no one has the right to be violent to
opinion. another person. This means teachers as well.

Use only information Learners are sometimes naughty but detention is

that is important. .
P not right. Mang learners have sport after school

or they have to walk long distances home. Some

Give sensible reasons to
support you opinion.

have brothers and sisters to look after. Therefore

detention is not a good form of discipline.

Use words that help

explain your thinking. —>However, learners should behave properly. If

learners did their work and were well behaved

they would not need to be disciplined.
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Writing

Write a paragraph stating your opinion

Use what you have learnt on page 56 to help you write an opinion paragraph
explaining what you think about school uniforms. Use the questions in the margin to
help you think about the topic. Your paragraph should follow this pattern:

® Start by stating your opinion.

Give your first reason.

Explain your first reason.

Give your second reason.

Explain your second reason.

Repeat your opinion.

Is it cheaper or more expensive

to have school uniforms?

Will learners get bullied if their clothes are not expensive?
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