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Financial graphs and tables

Summary

✚ Showing financial information in graphs
and tables can help us understand how
costs were calculated, see how amounts
increased or decreased over time or
compare different options.

✚ It is important that you can read
and interpret graphs and tables, to
understand what information they show.

Typically, when income = expenses.

Profit is when income is greater than expenses. 

Loss is when expenses are greater than income.

Cost per unit = total cost
 __________

no.  of items 

CPI:
✚ consumer price index
✚ a way of measuring average

spending by tracking the
price of a ‘basket’ of goods
over time.

✚ annual percentage change can
be used to measure inflation

Inflation:
✚ the rate at which prices

in general throughout the
economy increase

✚ over time is an indicator of the
state of the economy.

Compare the inflation rate 
with interest rates to determine 
whether to use a loan or save 
money to buy expensive items.

Typically used for water 
consumption; cellphone airtime, 
telephone call charges.
Mostly given in a table.
May be given as stepped tariffs 
per levels of usage.

✚ Find the number of units to produce
to make a profit

✚ Find the break-even point
✚ Calculate communication, water

or electricity costs by understaning
the tariffs

✚ Show the changes to inflation over
time

Remember Applications

Break-even

Inflation and CPI

Tariffs
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Worksheet 1  Break-even graph

Zara is planning a 10-year reunion for her matric class of 2009. She plans to hire a DJ for  
the evening and has found two options. Both DJ’s are prepared to play from 18:00 to 02:00  
the next morning.

Zara draws a graph with the two options to analyse the costs. 
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Costs of DJ’s

DJ Laing DJ Glen

Time
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19:00
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20:00
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23:00

  23:00-
00:00

  00:00-
01:00

  01:00-
02:00

1.		 Determine the length of time that each DJ will be expected to play.� [2]

2.		 Both DJ’s charge travel expenses of R10/km. Indicate how far DJ Laing has to travel.� [2]

3.		 Explain why you think DJ Glen has no travel costs.� [2]

4.		 Determine DJ Laing’s cost per hour. Show calculations.� [3]

5.		 Determine DJ Glen’s cost per hour. Show calculations.� [2]

6.		 Calculate the difference in total cost between the two DJ’s if they play for four hours.� [4]

7.		 Determine who will be the cheaper DJ if they only need to play until 01:00.� [2]

8.		 Indicate at what time the costs of the different DJ’s will be the same.� [2]

9.		 Name the point identified in Question 8.� [2]

10.		 Calculate the total cost at that point.� [2]

11.		 Write a formula to calculate the total cost for DJ Laing starting with:
Total cost = …..� [2]

Total = 25 marks
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