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Grade 10: COMPREHENSION

TELLING HIS STORY

1 He was looking forward to going to Grade 0, having fun on the playground and
making lots of friends. But it wasn’t long before Lelo Mofokeng’s excitement turned
to misery thanks to a bully who had honed in on him at the jungle gym, regularly
shoving him and punching him in the stomach.

2  Before long he hated going to school. And then his mom stepped in. 5

3  Lerato Rakgaba confronted the bully to put a stop to her son’s torture — and started
a process that young Lelo hopes will help kids everywhere who are bullied.

4 Now nine years old, Lelo has written a book, How I Survived Bullying, about his
experience to honour his “superhero” — his mom — and hopefully change lives. He
is confident and outspoken, a far cry from the timid, fearful little boy he usedtobea 10
few years ago.

5  “Being bullied was painful,” he recalls. He would cry a lot but didn’t want to speak
out about what was going on.

6  “l wanted to keep it to myself so that | didn’t worry other people,” he said. But when
life became unbearable, he knew he’d have to tell his mom — and she stepped in like 15
a tigress protecting her cub.

7 “lI never stood up to the bully. My mom did - | didn’t do anything!” he says.

8 His mom talked to the bully at a classmate’s birthday party she had dragged Lelo to
and warned him to stop picking on her son.

9  What Lelo did right was telling an adult, and that’s the message he wants to get 20
across. Suffering in silence is not the way to go and he wants other kids to know
there’s always help available if you reach out for it.

10 “l thought by writing a book | could help other kids who are going through the same
thing.”

11 Lerato (34) is his “momager”, Lelo says, and his face lights up as he tells us how 25
she helped him be happy again by putting a stop to the bullying.

12 Lelo says he has no hard feelings towards his bully. He understands he had a “sad
heart”, as he puts it, and it made him feel better if he picked on other kids.
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The response to the book has been amazing, Lerato says. She believes it’s because

of how it’s written. 30
14 “The book was written in a way that children can relate to. It’s not like an adult
saying do one, two, three to fix it. It’s their peer who’s telling the story.”
15  While he loves being an author, Lelo’s ambition is to be an animator. His book
is filled with illustrations of the characters he writes about and he drew them all 35
himself. He hopes to work for DreamWorks one day, the American animation studio
that made the How To Train Your Dragon movies.
16 “When DreamWorks is ready, I'll be ready too,” he says. DRUM magazine
1.1 Refer to paragraph 1. Describe how Lelo Mofokeng’s experience at school
differed from what he had imagined it would be. )
1.2 The expression “honed in” (paragraph 1) means ...
Choose the correct answer to complete the above sentence:
A ignored completely
B left alone
C included in games
D focused attention on. (1)
1.3 Refer to paragraph 4. Give two reasons why Lelo wrote his book. )
1.4 Refer to paragraph 4.
Use your own words to describe the kind of boy Lelo is now. )
1.5 Refer to paragraphs 5 and 6.
Why did Lelo not want to tell others about what he was experiencing? (1)
1.6 Refer to paragraph 6. What made Lelo eventually decide to tell his mother about
his experience? (1)
1.7 Refer to “she stepped in like a tigress protecting her cub” (paragraph 6).
1.7.1 Name the figure of speech used in this sentence. (1)
1.7.2 State what is being compared and why this comparison is made. 3)
1.8 Lelo’s mother “dragged” him to the birthday party (paragraph 8).
1.8.1  What does the word “dragged” reveal about Lelo’s feelings regarding the
party? (1)
1.8.2 Give a reason for the way he was feeling. (1)
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1.9 Explain what it means to be “suffering in silence” (paragraph 9). (1)
1.10 “Momager” (paragraph 11) is a combination of two words. Write down these words. (2)

1.11  Lelo’s attitude to the bully is described in paragraph 12. What do you think his
attitude to the bully tells us about Lelo’s character? Explain your answer. 2

1.12 Refer to paragraphs 13 and 14.
In your own words, explain why the book has been a success. (2)

1.13 Lelo’s ambition is to be an animator (paragraph 15). How has he demonstrated
that he might have a talent for this? )
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